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news release
CONGRESSMAN KIKA DE LA GARZA SUPPORTS BORDER HEALTH BILL

WASHINGTON, July 14--Calling it "the right medicine at the right time," Texas Congressman
Kika de la Garza Wednesday praised the introduction of a bill he is co-sponsoring that would
create a US-Mexico Border Health Commission.

The bill would establish a commission to resolve individual and public health problems,
create programs to educate the public and address the specific health difficulties facing the border.
With 190,000 people living in colonias on the Texas-Mexico border, with problems with safe
water and sewage, and with outbreaks of epidemics that spread throughout the country, de la
Garza said he eagerly signed on as a co-sponsor of the legislation.

"The need for border health programs is real," de la Garza said. "And with the border
population expected to increase with the passage of NAFTA, the time for it is now."

Among the health dangers facing the Texas border are raw sewage discharge into the Rio
Grande River and groundwater that is contaminated. In June de la Garza helped win a $25 million
appropriation for basic water services for the colonias from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The proposed Commission, to be made up of health officials from both the U.S. and
Mexico, would work to fill in the gaps in border health programs, would create regional health
offices, and would be able to conduct investigations into border health problems. Rep. de la
Garza will lead the effort to work with the Mexican government in creating their counterpart to
the Commission.

The U.S. members of the Commission would include the Secretary of Health and Human
Services Donna E. Shalala and two health commissioners from each border state, and is supported
by the American Medical Association, the Texas Medical Association and the Texas
Commissioner of Health.
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